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LAFAYETTE
See public meetings schedule on
this pages and check online for
agendas, meeting notes and
announcements
City of Lafayette:
www.ci.lafayette.ca.us
Phone: (925) 284-1968
Chamber of Commerce:
www.lafayettechamber.org
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By Pippa Fisher

The Don Tatzin Community Hall re-
mained packed until after midnight Oct.
15 as residents had their say and, for the
most part, vented their outrage at a pro-
posed car wash planned for the gas sta-
tion next to Acalanes High School, citing
concerns regarding noise levels, safety
and air quality. The council unani-
mously voted to bring the matter back to
a special meeting on Nov. 18, giving the
applicant and city staff time to address

questions that arose.

The city council was considering the

City leaders weigh in on controversial car wash plans

matter afresh on appeal by Lisa and Jon
Williams, whose property is one of three
sharing a boundary line with the gas
station, following the August approval of
the project (with some conditions, in-
cluding silencers and a sound wall
added for noise mitigation) by the plan-
ning commission. Initially, city staff had
recommended approval, however fol-
lowing public notification, public com-
ment and environmental review, staff
reevaluated the project against the re-
quired findings, and changed its recom-
mendation to denial.

The proposal is a request for a land
use permit to demolish an existing 566-

square-foot office/retail space and in-
stall a new self-service car wash and a
763-square foot office/retail space, re-
placing the current, smaller retail area
on a commercially developed property
at 3255 Stanley Blvd.

The car wash tunnel would wind
around the rear of the half-acre site,
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alongside neighbors’ borders. With two
entrances off Stanley Boulevard, the
most western one would be made a
right turn-in and right turn-out only,
giving some concerns over additional
cars having to travel east into a residen-
tial area to make a U-turn.

... continued on Page A10

Lafayette Police Department recruits four-legged help

Police Chief Ben Alldritt presents his case to the council for
starting a K-9 program at the Oct. 15 meeting.

the Pittsburg Police Depart-
ment assisted the Lafayette
police with the morning
“sweep” for explosives before
opening the event to the
public.

Alldritt explained that
these canines can detect ap-
proximately 25-27 different
explosive material scents in-
cluding gunpowder, gun oils,
and gun residue, dynamite,
nitrate-based explosives,
fuses/fuse caps, and detonating
cords. Pittsburg PD has used
its dogs for public events and
to detect guns in vehicles.

In previous years
Lafayette had two dual-
purpose canines (tracking and
narcotics) over two separate
periods, but the program was

By Pippa Fisher

The Lafayette City Council
voted unanimously in favor of
setting up a police canine pro-
gram at their Oct. 15 meeting.

Although some canines
are trained for a single pur-
pose, law enforcement most
commonly uses dual-purpose
dogs trained in tracking (miss-
ing persons as well as crimi-
nals), and in firearms/explo-
sives detection.

Lafayette Police Chief Ben
Alldritt told the council that he
¥ became aware of the advan-
Photo Jeff Heyman, City of Lafayette tages of the newer dual-
purpose canines during the
Art and Wine Festival when
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discontinued. According to the
staff report, “The program was
discontinued based on a
cost/benefit ratio. Narcotics
are an issue in all communi-
ties, but in Lafayette, it is not
as significant. The prior ca-
nines tended to be requested
by outside agencies for sus-
pected narcotics cases. Outside
agency requests can be a drain
on resources on a small
agency, and the previous chief
decided to discontinue the
program.”

Given the number of ac-
tive shooter events affecting
California and the country,
Alldritt said that school safety,
public event safety and reli-
gious institution safety contin-
ues to be a priority. He noted
that with the increased focus
on these areas, coupled with
the decriminalization/reduc-
tion of crime severity for con-
trolled substances, he thinks
that within the next few years
local law enforcement K-9
programs will transition from
dual-purpose narcotics dogs to
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dual-purpose explosive detec-
tion canines.

“I am excited for us to
have the opportunity to be on
the cutting edge for this,” said
Alldritt as he explained how
the demand for these canines
has grown.

The cost of getting the
program up and running is
roughly $70,000, with $33,000
coming from a recently-
established nonprofit,
Lafayette Police Foundation,
formed as a result of residents
offering financial support for
the program, and the rest
coming from the city’s budget.

City Council Member Cam
Burks says that this is one of
the most important votes the
city has taken in a long time.

“Throughout my previous
career in law enforcement all
over the world, I've personally
witnessed K-9s save hundreds
of people, from kids to seniors,
and protect police officers
during search warrants, traffic
stops, workplace violence
events, earthquakes, school
shootings and other crises.”

Burks says that you can’t
put a price tag on this pro-
gram. “Lafayette will be sub-
stantively safer and I com-
mend Chief Alldritt for his in-
novative, forward thinking
around how to sustainably
fund the initiative through the
creation of our first Lafayette
Police Foundation, and the
generosity of multiple
Lafayette donors.”

The canine will be as-
signed to an existing officer,
selected from within the police
department. Alldritt says sev-
eral officers are interested.
The dog and officer will work
a daytime shift to maximize
availability to schools. and
public events.
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City Council

Tuesday, Nov. 12, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

School Board Meetings
Acalanes Union High School District
Wednesday, Nov. 6, 7 p.m.

AUHSD Board Room

1212 Pleasant Hill Road, Lafayette
www.acalanes.k12.ca.us

Planning Commission

Monday, Nov. 4, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo
Blvd.

Design Review

Tuesday, Nov. 12, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Arts & Science Discovery Center,
3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Lafayette School District
Wednesday, Nov. 13, 7 p.m.
Regular Board Meeting
Stanley M.S. Library

3477 School St., Lafayette
www.lafsd.k12.ca.us



